Hepatic encephalopathy and reversible cortical blindness.
We report a case of recurrent hepatic encephalopathy accompanied by transient cortical blindness. The patient with cryptogenic liver cirrhosis had six attacks of hepatic encephalopathy of grades II to III during 1 yr after admission. In the beginning of each episode of encephalopathy, when the patient was conscious, a complete loss of vision occurred, but with a normal pupillary reflex to light. At the same time, the visual evoked potential recorded the second negative wave with a prolonged latency and a diminished amplitude. His sight completely returned, and the electroencephalogram tracing and the visual evoked potential response normalized after treatment for the encephalopathy. The loss of vision was thought to be cortical blindness accompanied by hepatic encephalopathy. Thus, in rare cases of hepatic encephalopathy, the visual cortex may be affected, and cortical blindness may occur before the loss of consciousness.